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Mofe, Idyll. 1. V. 25, 
Am afraid my readers (if indeed I have any) will hardly 


perceive, without this information, that I propofe tread- 
ing in the fteps of the immortal Appison ; and tho’ I had 
not the vanity to call my papers by the names of SpecTa- 
ToRs, yet the fame fhall be the end, and the fubjects vari- 
ed like his, as matter fhall offer, or inclination prompt. 
I am prepar’d for the witlings, who fhall tell me that I 
ought to have been well awake eer I had thought of this ; 
and that it was very unlike AppIsoNn to begin with talking 


in my fleep. 
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If I can but follow him, tho’ with unequal fteps; if, like 
his, my papers may tend to promote the caufes of religion, 
innocence and virtue; if I can blend (ashe has beautifully 
done) the w/eful and agreeable together, I fhall attain the 
end I aim at. 

Tho’ I am an enemy to egotifm, thus much I thought ne- 
ceflary to fay of myfelf and mydefign; but I fhall now, with- 
out any more of this preface, which, like Bays’s prologue, 
might have ferv’d for any other as well as this, fall into my 
fubject at once, and direct my difcourfe to the ladies, whom 
I have very much at heart, and whom I fhall frequently 
make my care ; for (to ufe the words of that villain Love- 
LACE, in the worthieft fenfe) moft dearly do I love the fweet 
creatures. 

Tears, {ays a certain author, whom I have forgot, are 
the blood of a love-wounded foul, the fea in which love fwims 
pleafantly, and the food by which it is wonderfully nourifh'd. 

Now, as odd and ftrange as thefe expreffions are, I would 
advife the- ladies, as a friend, to confider the weight of 
them. A lover, who, by all the rhetoric of flames, darts, 
let-me-die’s, has not been able to make the leaft impreffion 
on his miftrefs’s heart, fhall fwim you in a flood of his tears 
into her good graces with the greateft cafe imaginable. Our 
youth know this to be an unfailing method; they think it 
therefore needlefs to fay a word of fincerity, but call up 
their tears, and their work is done. One wou'd think 
they were in poffeffion of CowLky’s receipt to make tears 
that fpeak. 

If I were difpos’d to fhew my reading, I cou’d fortify my- 
felf with quotations on all fides; Ovrp wou’d furnifh me 
with fcraps without number from his epi/fles and art of love, 

But all our young ladies, we’ve reafon to hope, 
Have read them tranflated by Drypew or Pops, 
fo that I leave it to them to apply. 

I doubt not but many a fair one’s experience can witnef 
the prevailing efficacy of tears; and as for the men, I arm 

credibly 
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credibly inform’d, there are a fet of young fellows that have 
met with fuch fuccefs by this means, that they call them- 
felves the conquerors. 

It is a difficult matter to find what to attribute the good 
fortune of this weeping tribe to; whether it be that the ten- 
der-hearted creatures are overcome by a fecret fympathy, at 
fight of a fimilar foftnefs in the nature of man, which is fo 
eminent in their own, or whether the view of the terrible 
effe&s their beauty has over the wretched lover, 

Who begs relief 

With tears, the dumb petitioners of grief, 
may not excite their compaffion, I will not take upon me to 
determine; but I think aman muft make a defpicable figure 
in the eyes of a woman of fenfe, who takes this ridiculous 
method of perfuafion. 

It is not however to be imagin’d what fuccefs in general 
thefe waterings have had in railing, inftead of quenching a 
flame. 

Sometimes, ’tis true, there may be fincerity in tears, doubt- 
Jefs there is; but it is fo feldom, that I think every lady fhou’d 
keep a little thumb phial, that fhe might put all that came 
from her lover’s heart into it, and lay it up as a refervoir for 
the infpeGtion of the curious; but I muft confefs I think 
if fhe did not marry him till fhe had it full, fhe muft live to 
an antediluvian age, or elfe run a great hazard of dying an 
old maid——And_ who among you, ladies, would take fo 
defperate a chance ? 

If ever, therefore, when RANGER begins to weep, mifs 
Mo ty ftays in the room, I immediately give her up for 
loft. Since, take my word for it in Latin, (for I would 
not be underftood when I fpeak of a lady’s weaknefs) 





Tutatur favor Euryalum, lacrymeque decore. 
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On the Reatity of RELIGION, 


LET TeE:R: 


Y worfhip is generally underftood a vifible profeffion of 
men’s belief of a firft caufe, the author of their Beings, 
and the difpenfer of thofe gifts and bleffings by which they 
and all other creatures are fupported in their exiftence ; re- 
quefting of him, with a becoming ardour and importunity, 
but in the moft dutiful and fubmiffive manner, whatever good 
things they are in want of, as alfo with joy and gladnefs of 
heart acknowledging the receipt of thofe which he has fo li- 
berally and feafonably dealt out to them, infinitely above 
their deferts, and far exceeding their largeft wifhes. In a 
word, their making him fuch tenders of fervice and obedi- 
ence, of praife and thank{giving, as reafon or revelation or 
both declare him to be moft delighted with, and which pro; 
claim and fet forth his infinite wifdom and philanthropy, 
in the fulleft, the ftrongeft, and moft expreflive terms. 
Some have founded the Creator’s right of worfhip on his 
unlimited power and fovereignty. But, not to infift on ar- 
guments, which, ftrictly fpeaking, can be no proper foun- 
dation of a reafonable fervice; we fhall deduce the neceffity, 
and from thence the reality, of worfhip from thefe two 
particulars, 1{t, becaufe the fenfe of an omnipotent gover- 
nour cannot be continued in full vigour and activity with- 
out it; and, 2dly, from the interefting confequences it is 
naturally teeming with, and immediately productive. of. 
On both which accounts it neceflarily becomes a duty. 
Firft, worfhip is neceflary to keep up in mens minds 
affecting practical fentiments of their origination from a 
firft great principle, and of the immenfe obligations they have 
to him thro’ every period of their lives. One reafon why 
men forget any particular thing is the not adverting ferioufly 
to it ; bringing the fame frequently into their minds, and 
Tats taking 
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taking there a full view of it, and all its concomitant circum- 
ftances, as likewife of the good or ill it is likely to entail on 
them in along train of confequences. Hence whatever 
creates attention, or encreafes it, to any fuppos’d object or 
event, caufes the idea thereof to operate proportionally up- 
on the will, the faculty which firft choofes and then deter- 
mines to action. But cuftom has furprizing effects in the 
molding and fafbioning of us. By repetition a particular cha- 
raéter is formed, or the whole conftitution of mens minds 
feems in a manner to arife out of it. And the perceptions 
ever grow more and more languid in proportion to their 
frequency (as reiterated impreffions ever abate of their ori- 
ginal force and vividnefs, the final caufe of which I can 
plainly fee, notwithftanding it may be difficult to affign the 
efficient one) yet what they lofe in one refpeé they gain in 
another, or, the active habits founded on them keep con- 
tinually rifing and advancing in ftrength as the other de- 
creafe, i, e. are lefs and lefs fenfibly felt. And in nothing 
does this hold more univerfelly true, or appear fo eminent- 
ly, as in the cafe of religious worfhip: for unlefs, every 
now and then, we retire from the bufy cares and folicitudes 
of life, and openly own our belief of God’s prefentiality 
both as to noticing and diftinguifhing our aéts, and very 
intentions, by fuitable marks of complacency or diflike, the 
defire of applying to him for what we have need of, as well 
as the fenfe of benefits already receiv’d, would be imper- 
ceptibly declining, and in time lofe all its power over us, 
And men ever become more remifs and non-obfervant of 
focial duties, in the degree that they fail in the practice of 
religious ones. Nothing more certain than this. 

On the other hand, examples have not been wanting of 
perfons, who, by conftantly attending upon God in thofe 
places, which are more immediately appropriated to his ho- 
nour and fervice, have come to fettle in their minds fuch no- 
tions of the abfolute neceffity of a holy life, as to be uniform- 
ly determin’d by them, even in inftances where inclination 
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and duty have manifeftly crofs’d each other, and drawn them 
different ways, according to their refpetive mevements. And 
which have inviolably attach’d them to the caufe of virtue, 
in fpite of all temptations to draw them off, and give it up. 
So kind and favourable to publick happinefs is Religion ! 
and yet (which excites both our furprize and grief) kind 
and benign as it is to man in all his valuable interefts and 
engagements, it has been expos’d to banter and ridicule, and 
met with the moft virulent and outrageous infults, even from 
thofe who would be thought the warmeft and moft ftable 
friends to civil liberty and property. But nothing fo well 
proves the expedience of divine worfhip, or fets it in a ftrong- 
er and more confpicuous light, than thofe happy and blifs- 
ful effe&ts which naturally flow from it. For when this 
duty is perform’d with a decency and gravity becoming that 
infinite and all-perfe&t Feing which we addrefs, it tends to 
give us the moft auguft venerable conceptions of his excel- 
lencies, and, each time it is repeated, we find ourfelves more 
and more difpofed to yield him that obedience in actions 
which our tongues confefs to be his due. In every a of adora- 
tion, whether in our clofet or athis own houfe, we acknowledge 
him to be the creator, the preferver and governor of the 
world. And what rational creature knows and can pro- 
fefs this and not be actuated by it? Religious exercifes, if 
properly conducted, neceflarily raife pious and devout emo- 
tions, which man fhould improve into determin’d refoluti- 
ons, and a fuitable confequent practice. When no ob- 
ftruction lies in the way, thofe effects, indeed, ‘follow of 
courfe. The apprehenfion of God’s being . ever fo prefent 
with us, as to have the moft intimate’ knowledge of all our 
conceptions, words, and actions, makes us, with horror 
and difdain, reject the thoughts of intending, declaring, or 
acting whatever may be juft matter of offence to him. The 
fenfe of his eternity and immenfity, of his,infinite wifdom 
and power, (which each act of worfhip is admirably fitted 
to produce) poflefles us with juft fentiments of our own 

. littlenefs 
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littlenefs and infignificancy, which, by ftifling all feeds of 
felf-confidence and prefumption in the heart, is an excellent 
means to beat down human pride.——His juftice demands 
our fear and reverence—His veracity compels us to rely and 
confide in him. And infinite goodnefs fills our hearts with 
tranfports of love and gratitude. Thus fhall we be difpos’d 
and affeéted, whenever we view God in his natural and moral, 
or in his abfolute and relative capacity. 
«© There’s fomething, fays a fine writer, in human 
“ nature that’s very hard to be quite fupprefled, and 
s* can’t be reconciled to apparent bafenefs. The fight 
“< of a friend, to whom we have been ungrateful, will give 
<¢ us fome uneafinefs ; how much more may be expected 
“¢ from the prefence of the Almighty, when we have been 
“¢ fotohim? That prefence we are always in, but do not 
“ always confider it. Solemn applications to him make 
“¢ ug more immediately fenfible of that prefence, and leave 
“ fuch impreffions, as (if duly repeated) will keep us from 
<< forgetting it.” RyMER’s general reprefentation of revealed 
religion. : : "3 
If we confider prayer as the humble fuit of a creature to 
its all-wife and all-gracious Creator, it naturally tends to 
infpire us with awful and refpectful fentiments of God’s 
being and fupremacy; of his fuperintendence and direction 
of all events to his own fpecial purpofes; it reminds us of 
our obligation to him for whatever we enjoy, and how un- 
able are we to make the provifion overfelves ; we neither 
come into being, nor can maintain ourfelves in it, without his 
co-operation. All we do, all we poflefs and hold, is by and 
from him ; and as we know we cannot oblige the Deity to 
aid and affift us in our ftreights, the fenfe of fuch inability 
and dependence will neceflarily produce refolutions of act- 
ing in a manner that will incline him to it, or, in other 
words, make us benevolent ; the thing, which the Deity 
intended by this and every other fpecies of worhip. By 
praifing and returiling thanks (the only réturns in our pow- 
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er to make) we confefs ourfelves to have no right to the fa? 
vours we receive, but that they wholly proceed from the 
good pleafure of heaven; and fince the infinite majefty 
dwelling there is under the influence of no one thing in na- 
ture, he is perfectly free as to the time and mannér of be-+ 
ftowing them. Theconfcioufnefs of which will neceffarily 
excite defires of rendering ourfelves proper objects of his pa+ 
ternal care and tendernefs. 

Fafts, humiliations, feftivals in commemoration of bene- 
fits receiv’d, or dangers efcap’d, confeffions of our great un- 
worthinefs, and the like, have all, and each of them, a 
direct tendency both to produce and enlarge a fenfe of our 
dependency upon God; and having fuch an effect, and 
thofe tendencies, they thereupon commence neceflary duties. 

This alfo affords an anfwer to them who demand the 
end an all fufficient Being can be fuppofed to have, in re- 
quiring fuch fervices at the hands of his creatures? Is he the 
better, or can he be rendered more glorious in being glorify’d, 
i.e. invok’d, fupplicated, acknowledg’d, &c. or wants he 
the information of his creatures, in order to become acquaint- 
ed with their neceffities, and their intreaties, to be difpofed 
to relieve them? Did but thofe, who afk fuch queftions, fe- 
rioufly reflect how forcibly the humble exercife of this im- 
portant duty draws the devout afpirant to an imitation of 
the divine excellencies, they would readily perceive, and 
as frankly declare, who are the perfons, that talk thus fool- 
ifhly and impertinently. Were they to attend publick 
worfhip more regularly, and carry themfelves decently and 
reverently' thro’ every part of it, their own experience, of 
the difpofition and frame of mind neceflarily, tho’ perhaps 
infenfibly, growing out of acts of devotion, would be a 
living monument of the weaknefs of all fuch fort of objec- 
tions. For in each fucceffive intercourfe that we hold with 
the Deity, we have frefh incitements to tranfcribe into our 
practice thofe moral perfeétions in which he moft defires to 
be imitated, viz. to be tender-hearted and compaffionate to 
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the diftreffed ; kind ‘anid liberal to the. poor ; candid in our 
conftructions of other méns words and actions; eafy, hu- 
mane, ahd affable to all, And whien mien live under thefé 
and the like imipreffions of God and religion, they will bé 
afraid of offending him in the Jeaft, as well as in the great 
eft matters. 
Rae, 
[ To be cintinued. } 


SIR; Cambridge, Dec. 16: 1750: 
Ridiculum acri fortius ac melius. 


AVING concluded from the many excellent {pecimens 
you have given the publick of your facetious talents, 
that you was a great friend to every liberal jocularity, and 
would of courfé patronize all thofe pleafant qualifications 
you are fo eminently mafter of ; I was no lefs aftonifhed 
than difgufted, at the ignominious refle&tions you lately caft 
on that exalted fpecies of wit, which is riow practiced by gen- 
tlemen of the brighteft parts, under the elegant denomina- 
tion of a Humsuc: To maintain that a word fo re- 
markably fignificant as to comprehend infinitély more than 
can be exprefs’d has not even the penumbra of 2 meahing, 
is to charge the fun himfelf with obfcurity, and to repre- 
fent his meridian brightnefs as inferior to a vanifhing and 
doubtful twilight: 

But before I eriter upon any vindication; either of the 
fignificancy or practice of the Humbug, I muft inform you, 
that my refenting your Cohtemptuous manner of treating it 
arifes from the famte motive that would excite my indig- 
nation; on having an oppfobrious libel openly levell’d at 
my felf: For as 1 am a perfon of great diftin@tion; and 
derive both the origin and fupport of it from a peculiar 
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eoncinnity of addrefs, which I affume «in conferring Hum 
bugs on all the minor wits that come in my way; Ican- 
not avoid confidering all derogations from an art I am fo 
fkilful a proficient in as fo. many implicit ftrokes of 
fatire on my felf, and an indire& way of reviling mty tafte 
and judgment. 

E muft obferve moreover, that you have greatly aggra- 
vated my animofity or this oecafion, and made your in- 
jurious defamations the more provoking, by publifhing them. 
juft at a time when I was going to favour the world with 
a collection of fome exemplary inftances of my fcommati- 
cal expertnefs. For as foon as your penumbral remark-had 
irivaded the eyes of my bookfeller, it immediately fpread a 
total darknefs over his intelleéts, and fo entirely blinded 
him to the beauties and value of my produétions, that he 
rhoft vehemently declared againft all commerce with mé 
on any teins; notwithftanding he had till ther as obfequi- 
oufly fubmitted to every propofal I made him. So that F 
have great reafon to fear, funlefs I can prevail on you te 
interpofe in the behalf of my rejected work) that the rafcal 
will have the honour of putting a greater Humbug on me, 
than any I had defigned, for the perpetuity of my prefent 
reputation, to compliment the publick with. And in order 
to induce you the more effectually to befriend my perform- 
ance, F fhall, by a fhort account of it, convince you, that 
the whole Kterary republick muft be greatly interefted im 
its fate. tis then chiefly calculated for the edification’ of 
fach as are defirous of making a fhining figure in the beau- 
monde ; and, for the more complete accomplifhment of 
this lauable purpofe, F have fubjoined to the beft experi- 
mental illuftrattons of what is juftly efteemed good breed- 
ing a theoretic fyftem of maxims, inftru&ting gentlemen: 
of fuperiour endowments, how to difplay them on‘all otca- 
fions, with the moft confummate grace and matterly fe- 
licity. I have likewife, for the entertainment and inftruc- 
tion of my more learned reader,-compiled: an hiftorical 
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preface to the whole; wherein I have inconteftably proved, 
that the practice of the Humbug dates its commencement 
with the earlieft tradition ; that the moft celebrated and re- 
nowned.amoneft the ancients were all, in their feveral ways, 
great adepts in my profeffion ; and that they fathered fuch 
a number of deluding exploits on their divinities, on pur- 
pofe to give their own a fanétion, and render themfelves 
authentick precedents for the vindication of pofterity. I 
have befides, in confequence of thefe important difcove- 
ries, been enabled to give a clear and fatisfactory explana- 
tion of whatever has been hitherto deemed obfcure or un- 
intelligible in the heathen theology; and to throw fuch a 
light on the mythological myfteries of the Egyptians, as 
muft afford inexpreffible pleafure to all that have a true 
relifh of, and veneration for antiquity. 

It being then very apparent from the foregoing ob- 
fervations, that I am obliged, as through a principle 
of felf-defence, to exert my felf in fupporting the digni- 
ty and credit of my office ; I fhall, without any further 
apology, proceed to expofe the abfurdity of all objections 
againft its ufe and appellation. And firft it muft be ac- 
knowledged, there has been great altercation amongft our 
modern grammarians concerning the genealogy of the word 
Humbug. Some, rather thro’ an affection for their own ver- 
nacular tongue than any critical conviction, affirm that it 
is pure Englifh, and that no language befides was ever en- 
rich’d with fo valuable a component. But EryMotocicus 
PoLyGLoT, a learned acquaintance of mine, thinks the 
name of the Humbug to be at leaft cotemporary with its 
ufe: in confirmation of which opinion, he has advanc’d 
many learned arguments, in a commentary, he is juft 
going to publifh, on the Orientals. By a natural tranf- 
pofition only of a few letters, and by making fome reafon- 
able allowances for the corruption of time, he has made 
it appear more than probable, that it was derived from 
the Babylonians ; who, he obferves, were unavoidably 
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much addicted to the impofing Humbags on ‘one another, 
during the confufion of their language; which, he adds, ‘was 
fo general as to prevent an uniform acceptation of any fin- 
gle word, excepting this fuppos’d primitive of the Hhunbug, 
whereby they were all invariably accuftomed to exprefs the 
conftant delufions they laboured under, from a mifappre- 
henfion of every one befides. ’Tis aftonifhing, therefore, 
that a found which, thro’ the great fitnefs of its application, 
and inherent fignifcancy, was univerfally made ufe of, and 
underftood, even when anomalies were the only figures of 
fpeech, and language confifted in nothing but a mere anar- 
chy of voices, fhould at length be fentenced: as unintelli- 
gible, when every tongue is governed by one common 
form of articulation. There is fuch a ftriking agreement 
betwixt the found and import of the Humbug, that it may 
properly be faid to befpeak its own meaning, and to carry 
along with it a felf-interpretation. And 1 am fatisfy’d if 
Bifhop WiLk1ns had but invented a complete language of 
fuch words, that he would infallibly have fucceeded in his 
{cheme of promoting an univerfal one. How worthy an 
obje& then of the Humbug muft that man. render himéfelf, 
who can be fo egregious a Hlumdrum as to require any in- 
formation about its meaning? It ought certainly to be ex- 
plained to him in the moft feeling and convincing manner ; 
and as for my own part, fince I think myfelf obliged in 
charity to embrace every opportunity of inftructing the ig- 
norant, I fhould take an uncommon pleafure in fatisfying 
fuch a perfon’s curiofity, by giving him one of the beft 
practical definitions my invention could fupply me with. 

As it would be quite fupervacaneous, as well as tedious, 
to infift on every argument that might be urged in the de- 
fence of a truth which fhines fufficiently clear with its own 
native light ; I fhall confine myfelf to a few extraneous il- 
lyftrations of the propriety and advantage of affeting that 
droll and humourous caft of bahendonay: which conftitutes 
the moft effential part of my charaéter. If it be granted, 
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{and it certainly muft be granted) that our fuperior faculty 
eught not to lie neglected and unemployed, it muft follow 
that every maa is oblig’d, as far as his abilities and capacity 
will permit him, to practice the Humbug ; fince both that 
and ail the fifterly tribe of witticifms are the undoubted 
offspring of that fuperior faculty ; unlefs it can be queftioned 
whether that be fuperior, which actually exerts a fovereign 
fway and dominion overall the reft. And to convince that 
this does, I atteft all its invincible champions, from Lord 
SHarrspury to Orator Henry. J atteft the final confufion 
and filence of all its impotent oppofers. And laftly, I atteft 
the open acknowledgment and conceffion of its independen- 
cy on reafon, by perhaps the greateft philefopher, and the 
greateft divine the world ever produced.* Whence then, 
may it be afked, proceed fuch frequent diffentions about a 
principle and matter of fact fo certain and notorious? The 
queftion is eafily anfwered. ‘They refult from the mortifica- 
tion and fpleen of fuch contemptible wretches as have a great 
deal of ambition, without the leaft ability to gratify it. Who 
have purely out of envy and revenge endeavoured to degrade 
that urbanity of manners, they in vain afpire after. And, 
thro’ defpair of being ever able to obtain the fmiles of the 
charming and fprightly Euphrofyne, have, with all the ridi- 
culous inconfiftency of extreme jealoufy, fet up their reafon 
in rivalfhip with the geddefs they adored, To try the 
caufe of wit by the laws of reafon is altogether as prepofte- 
rous as to make an appeal to our fenfes, as the umpires by 
proper right and authority appointed to ratify or revoke the 
decrees of confcience, or to fubmit the plain decifions of 
reafon itfelf to the jurifdiétion of our appetites, paffions, and 
affections. In fhort, ’tis to invert that harmonious fubordi- 





* Locke’s effay on human underftanding. B. ii. C. 11. § 2. 
Bur.er’s analogy. p. 422. 
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nation of government which naturally prevails amongft the 
active principles of our inward conftitution, and to turn hu- 
man nature topfy turvy. The province of reafon is con- 
fined within certain precinéts, and its operations are deter- 
mined by eftablifhed rules; whereas the empire of the 
mercurial faculty is quite unlimited. It extends its domini- 
ons, without the leaft reftriGtion, as far as our imaginations 
can carry us; it exacts a fubferviency from every inferior 
power of the mind, and makes it minifterial to the gugmen- 
tation of its own authority and glory. 

An ARIsTIPPUs is no more a creature of art than an 
APELLEs, and a fervile obferver of mere rational forms and 
precepts is as incapable of adorning any ftation in life, as 
that painter is of forming or executing a good defign, who 
is afraid to let his thoughts tranfgrefs the bounds of nature, 
and dares not allow his pencil to deviate from the prefcribed 
directions of others. ’Tis the bold and licentious hand 
alone that can communicate fuch a grace, fpirit, and mean- 
ing to colours, as will warm and inftruct the heart of a judi- 
cious obferver. The greateft genius nnder legal reftraints 
cannot call forth and difplay on the canvas the beauties of 
his imagination, nor do juftice to the grandeur and fcience 
of his conceptions. But by an eafy freedom of ftyle he com- 
mands many a charm beyond the attainment of art, and 
gives fuch original characteriftics to all his productions, as 
render them properly his own. 

Nor is the Humbug folely advantageous to its peculiar pro- 
feflors, but it tends alfo to the emolument of all that are 
placed whithin the fphere of its influence. The God of wit 
is not only propitious to his votaries, but difpenfes fome 
fhare of his bleffings even on the very victims that fall a 
facrifice to him. Nothing more invigorates the underftanding, 
or puts it better upon its guard and defence, than an affault 
upon it. Such an attack provokes the mind to call forth 
and exert every power, which is as much augmented by 
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contending in this intelle€tual palzftra, as the force and 
activity of our limbs are by a real athletic confli&. It is not 
fufficient for any one barely to have a capacity and tafte for 
every fmart accomplifhment ; but he muft have his talents 
worked upon, in order to become a fmart fellow. The 
‘principles of wit would for ever lie dormant and undifcover- 
ed, like the virtual fparks in a flint, if they were not fufcitat- 
ed by fome foreign aid and impulfe ; and experience may 
convince us, that nothing more effectually quickens up our 
parts, and gives thenr all the edge and poignancy they will 
admit of, than brifk mental difcipline. By fuch a mutual 
collifion we wear off that afperity and ruft from our under- 
ftandings, which they would otherwife be fo liable to con- 
traét, and may almoft in a literal fenfe be faid to receive a 
polifh from each other. 

As I judge I may now conclude, with a thorough confi- 
dence in the fufficiency of the attempt I have here made, to 
reftore the Humbug to its former credit and efteem; I 
fhall do it with fetting forth, at one view, the chief caufes of 
the great zeal I have fhown on this occafion. It is then to 
a frequent application of that word alone that Iam indebted 
for the univerfal refpect I meet with, from all the gentlemen 
that are honour’d with my acquaintance. It is to that I re- 
fer the valuable prerogative of behaving as rudely as I pleafe, 
Without running any rifque of forfeiting my pretenfions to 
good manners. By the affiftance of that, Iam enabled to 
convert my own abfurdities and follies into means of making 
other people appear guilty of them; and, in a fcornful and 
deriding oppofition to reafon, to infult and triumph over 
their underftandings, without cafting the leaft reflection on 
my own, And laftly, ’tis to that (in juftice to the good 
tafte of the fair fex I declare it) ought to be attributed the 
many ineftimable privileges and favours that have been 
granted me by the ladies. If therefore, Mr. StuDENT, you 
have any inclination to procure the fingular honours and ad- 
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vantages J enjoy, I would advife you to make fome acknow- 
ledgment of your inadvertency; which may properly enough 
be done by your publifhing thefe remonftrances, as fuch a 
proceeding will tacitly declare your thorough conviction of 
the merits of the Humbug, and its injured advocate 


PHILOMMEIDES, 


Iothe S TUDE NT. 


SIR, 
—— Decepta cupidine falfo. Hor. 


AN is athoughtful and rational being ; elfe he could 
M not be accountable for his actions : and yet, from 2 
furvey of his general conduct, one would fcarce imagine he 
ever thought or reafoned at all. ‘The happinefs of old age in 


a great meafure depends upon the regularity of youth ; but 
what little forecaft is there difcernable in young men to make 
that reafonable and happy provifion? Heat and paffion ge- 
erally fpeaking are their bofom-counfellors: few have 
judgment enough.to difcern what is commendable, and few- 
er have prudence to correct their follies. Inconftancy and 
want of thought appear in every action: they follow the 
bent of prefent inclination, without fenfe of duty, friendfhip, 
or gratitude. They are altogether impatient of inftruction 
and reproof, and deaf to the commands of reafon and vir- 
tue. In fhort, they are flaves to the irregular motions of 
paffion, and falfe pleafure is their principal delight. 

I have been carry’d into thefe reflections by a very dear- 
purchas’d experience of the reality and truth of them. I had 
the happinefs to be born to a fortune fufficient to have fup- 
ported me in the progrefs of any ftudy, and was bleft with 
parts fo lively and quick, thatI impute my negleé& of ap- 
plication to nothing more than their vivacity. I read men 
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more than books, but my misfortune was to make an im- 
proper choice. The ferious and thoughtful were dull and 
infipid to me ; the gay and debonnair were the companions 
I moft adinived. My fortune enabled me to keep a flendet 
equipage, and my ill-chofen friends gave me encourage- 
ment and help to haften the confumption of it. Schemes of 
gallantry captivated my very foul, and if any unwelcome 
thought ever ftole in upon me to chaftife my conduct, drink- 

“ang was the remedy (tho’ a very deceitful one) to drive 
from my mind fuch an intruding fiend. 'T'wo beaftly dei- 
ties became the only objects of my adoration: J rofe up early 
to follow ftrong drink, and nocturnal debauchery too often 
inflamed me. The inconveniencies however of both gave 
a happy turn, to my thoughts, and the decay of my fortune 
awaken’d my reafon, and was very inftrumental i in ripening 
my judgment. 

I now thought it time to recover what I had loft. I ap- 
ply’d mayfelf with diligence to the ftudy of the law; ina 
few years was call’d to the bar, and became eminent enough 
to recall my wafted fortune with a plentiful intereft. I now 
live without practice, and can review all that I have done 
for others, without any reafon to repent that I have enriched 
myfelf. My only pennance (and I apprehend nothing but 
death will end it) is my fuffering for follies committed 
when I had no thought. My body, in almoft every veffel of 
it, daily reproaches me, and every alteration of the air 
adds feverity tomy pains. In this particular] am efteemed 
as a well regulated darometer ; and nfore application could 
not be made to me, if I had the fole power of the weather. 
Not a foul will ftir either on a journey, or for pleafure, before 
he’s fatisfy’d from me whether he muft take his furtout 
with him. -I don’t doubt, was I to take but moderate fees 
for my advice in this fingle point, but I fhould foon acquire 
an immenfe-fortune. 

Thefe hints, I afflure you, are not made to encourage 


youthful debauchery, in order to acquire fuch knowledge 
Numb, IV, S 
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from experience; for I can fafely fatisfy you that nothing 
in reality can be a dearer purchafe. I intend thefe reflecti- 
ons rather as difluafives from fuch malignant poifon, too 
apt to fpread itfelf amongft unthinking youth. And if the 
certainty of thefe obfervations will tend to the prefervation 
of any from the like misfortune, I fhall be contented to be 
made the parifh weather glafs to the day of my death. My 
pains, inftead of receiving comfort from an addition of 
companions in mifery, will be very much aflwaged, if the 
terror of them fhall keep others from deferving the fame. 


a 


Critical Obfervations upon the Song of DEBORAH, 


( Continued from Number III. ) 


19. The kings came and fought, then fought the kings of 
Canaan in Taanach by the waters of Megiddo, they took no 
gain of money. 

20. They fought from heaven, the ftars in their courfes fought 
againft Sifera. 

21. The river of Kifbon fwept them away, that ancient 
river, the river Kifbon: O my foul, thou haft trodden down 
Strength. 

22. Then were the horfe-hoofs broken by the means of the 
pranfings, the pranfings of their mighty ones. 


E may obferve, when DeBorau begins to relate 

God’s mercies, how her foul is inflamed; fhe omits 
nothing that may lift up the hearer’s imagination, and give 
hima fuitable idea of them. In order to underftand the 
20th verfe, we muft confult JosEpHus. He tells us, “* That 
*¢ God fent a violent tempeft of hail and rain in the faces of 
“¢ SisERA’s forces, which render’d them incapable of ufing 
‘* weapons, their fingers being benumb’d, and which at 
** the fame time fwell’d the river Ki/bon beyond its ufual 
** bounds, 
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“ bounds. The ftars alfo, fays he, at the evening fhone 
“ with uncommon brightnefs, to light the J/raelites in their 
“¢ purfuit of the enemy.” Now what grandeur and ma- 
jefty is there in thefe words, They fought from heaven, the 
tars in their coyrfes (or, as in the original, ia paths or 
ranks, the Septuagint has it wageraZavro ‘os dseges ) fought 
againft Sifera! What a beautiful profopopoeia! She makes 
heaven a wartriour for IsRAEL, and the ftars of heaven as 
foldiers in their defence. Befides this, here is a moft noble 
image. Lonoinus fpeaking of the Qarracias fays, they 
are peculiar to an enthufiafm, or warmth of imagination. 
It is not fufficient for the divine writer to fay, the flars 
fought againft Sifera; no, the is fo affected with this amaz- 
ing inftance of God’s mercy, that fhe thinks fhe fees them 
difplay’d before her eyes in military array. In the fol- 
lowing words is exprefs’d the fullnefs of the writer’s foul, it 
{wells as the river fhe is fpeaking of; words are fcarce fuffi- 
cient to fhew her admiration, therefore fhe repeats the fame 
thing thrice over, the river Kifhon, &c. What a multitude 
of words to exprefs one idea, that the enemy was over- 
whelm’d in the river Ki/bon! After all this, fhe vents herfelf 
by an apoftrophe to herfelf: this is an important rule in rhe- 
toric, and what Cicero feldom fails to obferve; who, after an 
account of a furprizing action, delivers himfelf with more or 
lefs impetuofity. This is done by apoftrophes, interrogations, 
or exclamations. O my foul, thou haft trodden down ftrength, 
She has ufed all the energy of expreffion, and the moft fub- 
lime image, in which fhines the true fpirit of eaftern poetry. 
Another writer would have faid, the ffrength of thine enemies : 
this was too languid for Desoran; by this hyperbole, 
ftrength itfelf, (which is nothing more than juft, if we con- 
fider the inequality of forces) fhe magnifies the aét, and fets 
before our eyes a fine piece of picturefque, fhewing as it 
were the action of a combatant, trampling with indignation 
on his antagonift, whom he has conquer’d. ‘The divine 
writer in the 23d verfe proceeds to a fecond confirmation of 
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the juftnefs of her praifes, by telling God’s curfe on Me- 
ROZ, for not helping in his caufe; and from hence, by a fine 
contraft, enhances the merit of JaEL, whofe fignal fervice 
fhe relates. 

23. Curfe ye Merox (faid the angel of the Lorn) curfe ye 
bitterly the inhabitants thereof : becaufe they came not to the help 
of the Lorn, to the help of the Lorv againft the mighty. 

24. Bleffed above women fhall Fael the wife of Heber the 
Kenite be, ble{fed foall fhe be above women in the tent. 

25. He afked water, and fhe gave him milk, fhe brought 
forth butter in a lordly difh. 

Who is this that afks for water? May we not accufe our 
author of falfe grammar? No, the very thing that feems ob- 
{cure is the moft exquifite beauty. The divine author is fo 
full of the late great action, that fhe fuppofes the minds of 
all mankind, as well as her own, to be fix’d on this. In- 
ftead of faying SisERA afked water, fhe breaks forth, without 
relating whom fhe fpeaks of, he a/ked water. Nothing can 
fo naturally defcribe the character of a perfon whofe foul is 
ftrongly fix’d on an object as the fuppreffion of this fingle 
word S1sERA, To authorize this obfervation, I need only 
mention a paflage in the P/alms, and St. AUGUSTINE’s words 
on it, which are to this purpofe; ‘* The fpirit of God, fays 
*¢ he, having revealed to the holy P/a/mi/?, that the ark fhould 
s¢ have a fettled habitation on mount Sion, that prophet in the 
* higheft raptures, without relating what pafled within him, 
* cries out, His foundation is in the holy mountains : the Lorp 
Joveth the gates of Sion more than all the dwellings of Facob, 
We may fee the fame beauty in the fecond book of Virci1, 
where he defcribes the furprize of ANcHISES, (who was 
efcaping with AinEAs from the flames of Troy) upon hears 
ing the enemy near behind him. | 


Genitorque per umbram 
Profpiciens, nate, exclamat, fuge, nate, propinquant, 


[ Zo be continued. ] 
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A new System of CASTLE-BUILDING., 


CHAP. VII. 


A continuation and conclufion of the charaéter of Mr. At- 
Spice, with a word or two by way of application. 


UR univerfal fcholar having made an end of his moft 
O extraordinary harangue, he met with fuch an applaufe 
as the old Grecians gave their principal fpeakers, viz, the 
applaufe of filence, by which great WONDER is more ade-~ 
quately exprefs’d, than by the moft clamourous clapping or 
vociferous roar in the world. 

“25 2pacb? “or 3 epee mrcy res coxny eryévovro owen 

MYOON ATALLAMENOI. 

But no one in the whole aflembly wonder'd with fo 
foolifh a face of praife (to borrow a very fignificant phrafe 
of brother Pope) as CyPHER Bianx, Efq; a young 
gentleman, who never was accufed of thinking, even by 
the moft cenforious: neverthelefs, as he fpoke articulately, 
Mr. Ax1-Spsce contrived to make him of fome ufe. In 
the firft place he communicated to him (what it requires 
no talents to learn) the art of Trap-wit, or of being arch 
by confederacy. This is executed different ways; if the 
parties agree to be witty alternately, then one is to be the 
Butt one night, and the other the next. If it is my turn 
to be arch, you are to fay feveral abfurd things (which are 
ftipulated before-hand) in order to giye me fo many oppor- 
tunities of fhining, and making the company merry at 
your expence ; and when your turn comes, I am bound in 
honour and gratitude to be your Zany.* But if the fhuttle- 





* This firt method of Taar-WiT is not unlike the proceed- 
ings of our modern gladiators, or prize-fighters, who agree about 
the wounds they are to give and receive before the engagement ; * 
and who oftenare conquerors alternately according to compact. 
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cock is to be kept up jointly, and we are both to be witty 
the fame evening, (which is another branch of Trap-wit) 
then feveral previous meetings to compile a dialogue of 
brilliant things, and feveral rehearfals to get them by rote, 
are neceflary. In this latter kind of Trap-wit, CyPHER 
Buiank Efq; was of little fervice, he having a very un- 
fortunate memory, and a much more unfortunate face : 
the mufcles of which could never be fo diftorted as ta 
exprefS, or be confonant to any meaning whatfoever. 

Some perfons were a little furprized that Mr. ALu-Spice, 
who affected to know every thing, and who was moft un- 
mercifully fevere upon the illiterate and vulgar, fhould 
condefcend to have any degree of intimacy with Mr. 
Bank, the virginity of whofe underftanding was never 
polluted with one fingle idea. But, in good truth, Mr. 
ALL-SPIcE, in refpect to this matter fhew’d his wifdom ; 
I mean a wifdom in his own generation, the generation of 


«¢ —Thofe half-learn’d wittlings num’rous in our ifle, 
*¢ As half-form’d infects on the banks of Nile.” 
Pore. 

In the firft place, it gratify’d his pride to fee his /eeming 
abilities contrafted by the univerfal ignorance of poor 
CypHER; and in the fecond, it gratify’d his avarice to be 
treated upon all occafions by the other, who was a man of 
fuperior fortune. For, as it is faid of many a good-natured 
fpendthrift, that he is no body’s foe but his own, fo might 
it be reciprocally advanced in favour of Mr. Auu-Spice, 
that he was no body’s friend but his own. 

Having gone thus far with the character of Mr. AtL- 
Spice, (and I dare not go any farther, left I fhould make 
the picture too like) I will make bold to affert the truth of a 
pofition I laid down in the very threfhold of my laft chapter ; 
which was, that to aim at every thing is the perfeGtion of 
Caftle-building, or abfolutely chimzrical and abfurd. And 
here I cannot help taking the liberty of advifing the younger 
| part 
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part of my brethren to be content with thofe ftudies that 
‘are prefcribed them by the Univerfity; namely, a good 
knowledge of moral and natural philofophy; a complete 
{kill in the Latin ; but above all things, the Greek lan- 
guage, without which no man can be a fcholar. You'll 
find thefe tafks fufficient to employ all your time, efpecially 
if the following lines of Mr. Pope are true. . 


<< One fcience only will one genius fit ; 
*¢ So vaft is art, fo narrow human wit: 
“© Not only bounded to peculiar arts, 

s¢ But oft in thofe confin’d to /ingle parts. 


Cuimzricus CANTABRIGIENSIS, 


To te STUDENT. 


Dear Sir, 
TT? following letter is taken from the MS, of that ex- 


cellent pattern of learning and piety, Mrs. Rowe, (and 
was communicated to me by SirCHAaRLEsW YNDHAM, now 
Earl of EcReMont) whofe memory you'll honour, if you 
condefcend to infert it in your next Number of the Stu- 
DENT. I take the liberty to aflure you it has never yet 
appeared in print, and to pronounce it an original. 


I am, 


Your moft obliged humble fervant, 


Sittingbourn, Kent, 
Dee. 31. 1750. E. A. P. 
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ALETTER from the celebrated Mrs. Rowe, to the 
Right Honourable the Countefs of HERTFORD. 


Written the day before her death, 
Madam, 

T HIS is the laft letter you will ever receive from me, 
the Jaft aflurance I thall give you on earth, of a fin- 
cere and ftedfaft friendfhip ; but when we meet again, I 
hope it will be in the heights of immortal love and extacy. 
Mine. perhaps may be the glad fpirit to congratulate your 
fafe arrival to the happy fhores. Heaven can witnefs how 
fincere my concern for your happinefs is: thither I have 
fent my ardent wifhes, that you may be fecured from the 
flattering delufions. of the world; and, after your pious 
example has been long a bleffing to mankind, may calmly 
refign your breath, and enter the confines of unmolefted 
joy.——I am now taking my farewell of you here, but it 
is a fhort adieu, with full perfuafion that we fhall foon 
meet again.—But oh! in what elevation of happinefs !—~ 
In what enlargement of mind, and what perfection of every 
faculty !—What tranfporting reflections fhall we make on 
the advantages of which we fhall be eternally poffefs’d !— 
To him that loved us in his blood fhall we afcribe immor- 
tal glory, dominion, and praife for ever: this is all my 
falvation, all my hope. That name in whom the Gen- 
tiles truft, in whom all the families of the earth are bleffed, 
is now my glorious, my unfailing confidence. In his worth 
alone I expect to ftand juftified before infinite purity and 
juftice.—How poor were my hopes, if I depended on thofe 
works, which my vanity, or the partiality of men have 
called good; and which, if examined by divine purity, 
would prove perhaps but fpecious fins! ‘The beft actions of 
my life would be found defective, if brought to the teft of 
that unblemifhed holinefs, in whofe fight the heavens are 
not clean :. where were my hopes but for a redeemer’s me- 
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tit and atonement? How defperate, how. undone my 
condition! With the utmoft advantages I could boaft, I 
fhould ftep back and tremble at the thoughts of appearing 
before the unblemifh’d majefty ! Oh Jesus! what har- 
mony dwells in thy name? Celeftial joy and immortal life are 
in the found : Let angels fet thee to their golden harps, 
let the ranfomed nations for ever magnify thee-——-What a 
dream is mortal life! what fhadows are all the objects of 
mortal fenfe ! All the glories of mortality (my much loved 
friend) will be nothing in your view at the awful hour of 
death, when you mutt be feperated from this lower creation, 
and enter on the borders of the immortal world. 

Something perfuades me this will be the laft farewell, in 
this world; heaven forbid it fhould be an everlafting parting! 
may that divine protection, whofe care I implore, keep you 
fteadfaft in the faith of chriftianity, and guide your fteps, in 
the ftricteft paths of virtue. 














Adieu my moft dear friend, 
until we meet in the paradife of God, 


E. ROWE, 


Copy of a Letter from Abp Laun to the Univer- 
Jity of OxFoRD, upon the refignation of his Chancellorfbip. 


Communieated by a gentleman of C.C.C. Oxon 


To my very loving friends the Vice-Chancellor, the Doéors, 
the Proétors, and the reft of the Convocation of the Uni~ 
verfity of Oxford. 


f FTER my hearty commendations, &c. thefe are to 
remember my love to that whole body; that love 

than which never any chancellour bare greater, or with 
more ferventnefs and zeal to the publick good and happinefs 
of that place. AndI do heartily pray all and every one of you 
Numb. IV, x to 
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to beleive mes for moft true it is, that this unfortunatenefs 
of my great affliGtion doth not trouble me for any one thing, 
more than that I can be no farther ufeful or beneficial to 
that place, which I fo much love and honour. 

I was once refolved not to refign my place of chancellour, 
till I faw the iflue of my troubles one way or other ; and 
this refolution I took partly becaufe I had no reafon to defert 
myfelf, and occafion the world to think me guilty; and 
partly becaufe I have found fo much love from the Univer- 
fity, that I could not make myfelf willing to leave it, till 
fome greater caufe fhould take me off from that which I fo 
refolv’d on. 

That caufe (if I be not much miftaken) doth now pre- 
fent itfelf, for I fee the Univerfity hath great need of friends, 
oreat and daily need. I fee my trial not haftned ; fo that 
I am neither able to affift your great occafions myfelf, nor 
procure friends for them, I fee that if you had another 
chancellour, you would not want the help which now you 
do; and I cannot but know that were your love never fo 
great to me, it muft needs cool, when you fee me able to 
give you no affiftance, and yet fill the place which fhould 
afford it to you; and I fhould hardly fatisfy myfelf that I 
love you fo well as Ido, if I did not further your good and 
happinefs by all the means I can, even by this my refignation. 

‘The ferious confideration of thefe things, and the fore- 
fight which I have, that I fhall never be able to ferve you as 
[ have done, have prevailed with me at this time to fend the 
refignation of the chancellourfhip to your body met in con- 
vocation, and I do hereby pray you, that it may be publickly 
read and accepted; the time being now moft fit, that fo your 
honourable fucceeding chancellour may prefently appoint a 
deputy for the government according to his own judgment. 

And now I do earneftly defire of you all either to re- 
member or to know, that I never fought, or thought of the 
honour of this place to myfelf, and yet fince it was by the 
great favour and love of that Univerlity laid upon me, I have 
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difcharged it (by God’s grace and goodnefs to me) with 
great pains and care ; and God’s bleffing (I humbly thank 
him) hath not been wanting : andI profefs fingly and from 
my heart, if there be any good which I ought tohave done 
to that place and have not done it, it proceeded from want 
of underftanding or ability, not will or affection ; and tho’ 
I do for the caufes aforefaid refign this place, yet I fhall ferve 
it till with my prayers fo long as God continues my life. 
And as I doubt not but God will blefs you with an 
honourable chancellour, and one able to do more good for 
that place than I have been; fo pray God to give you a 


peaceable and quiet election, and to direét it for the good of 
his church, and the honour and happinefs of that famous 


Univerfity, that you may have no mifs in the leaft of him, 
who (after your prayers heartily defir’d). now writes him- 
felf the laft time 


Your very loving poor friend, 


From the Tower, And chancellour, 
June 25. 1641. 
W. CANT. 


Anfwer of the Unviverfity to the preceding letter. 


Ampliffimo & Reverendifimo Domino Guit. Laub, 
Archi-Preefuli Cantuarienfi. 


Reverendiffime Archi-Przful, hoc enim folum tibi (fic 
voluifti) nomen relictum eft, 


Oviffime liter tux, amoris fed & doloris plenze, fe- 
N cerunt ut dehinc nos plane ere dirutos diruptofque 
profiteri debeamus; cum effufiffimo amori tuo verbis 
(quod unicum nobis fuppetit peculium) ut paria faceremus, 
nunquam fperandum fuit, nedum dolori noftro verba nos 
reperturos, ne fi paffis quidem eloquentiz velis vehi, & tota 
doloris prrogativa frui liceret. Hodie vero, ut funt tempora, 
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ad juflifimum dolorem noftrum non levis hic acceflit cu- 
mulus, quod eum in finu premere, & quafi ftrangulare ne- 
cefle habeamus ; quibus ne illud quidem tuto queri licet, 
in ea nos tempora incidiffe, in quibus fingulari tue pruden- 
tie 8 amori confuetiffimum vifum fit, noftraque quam 
maxime interefle, ut res ac fortunas noftras a tuis fegre- 
ges habeamus & fejunctas. Quanquam vero numini fic 
vifum eft, ut illud nobis beneficii loco imputandum haberes, 
quod maximum beneficiorum tuorum, teipfum a nobis fe- 
gregares, & cancellarii munus abdicares ; affeCtus tamen tuus 
erga academiam noftram propenfiffimis, tum literis tuis 
noviffimis, tum aliis frequentibus abunde teftatus, dubitare 
nos non finit, quin depofito invidiofo cancellarii titulo 
tui, amantiffini patroni affectum adhuc in finu tuo 
retineas. Quamdiu manufcripta * illa xejwnrse tua, orientis 
fpolia, & vere ‘nAle avebnuela, bibliothecam noftram illuftra- 
bunt; quamdiu lectura Arabica a te + dotata frequentabi- 
tur, quamdiu antiquitatis vindices firnul & teftes, antiqua 
numifmata, vifentur ; quamdiu caftigatior difciplina, mores 
emendati, morumque canon /fatuta vigebunt ; quamdiu pro 
ftudio partium, bonarum artium ftudia colentur ; quamdiu 
Jiteris honos, honori litera erunt, cancellarium adhuc éffe 
te fentiet prafens ztas, fuifle poftera agnofcet. Dehinc 
immortalitatis fecurus, glorieque tuz fuperftes, diu hic 
pofteritati tuze interfis, acdemum ubi mortalitatis numeros 
omnes impleveris, plenus annis abeas, plenus honoribus, illis 
¢tiam quos abdicafti; ita vovet 


Amplitudini tua omni cultu & 
Obfervantia devin&tiffima, 


ACADEMIA OXONIENSIS. 


% MSS. codd. plufquam MCCCC de quibus plus quam 
CCCXXX Iinguis Orientalibus feripti, et paulo minus CL 
Grec. kc. 

+ Salarium Profefioris ling. Arab. 401]. per Ann, 
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Te PIOUS SAILOR, 


A facred OD E. 
I 


HE man, whofe heart from vice is clear, 
Whofe deeds are honeft, true, fincere, 
Whom God and virtue guide, 
With cautious circumfpection wife, 
The dangerous wrecks of life defies, 
And ftems the mighty tide. 


Il. 
He hears the ftorms of fortune rife, 
In adverfe combate ’midft the fkies, 
But hears without difmay ; 
His pilot, God, the veffel guides, 
And oe’r the fteady helm prefides, 
And points the deftin’d way. 


III. 
In vain the fyrens tune their fong, 
With treach’rous mufick’s luring tongue, 
He ftill maintains his road ; 
In vain they glance their beck’ning guiles, 
Deftructive charms, and wanton wiles ; 
His foul is fix’d on God, 


IV. 
At length he kens the promis’d land, 


And hails aloud the wifh’d-for ftrand, 

With heav’nly joy pofleft ; 
And ’midft the plenty of his ftore, 
(His labour paft, his toil no more) 

Enjoys the port of reft, 
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The pretty BAr-Keeper of the MITRE. 


Written at College, 1741. By Mr. LUN. 


I, 
E LAX, fweet girl, your wearied mind, 
sc And to hear the poet talk, 
*¢ Gentleft creature of your kind, 
“ Lay afide your fpunge and chalk ; 
“¢ Ceafe, ceafe the bar-bell, nor refufe 
“* To hear the jingle of the Mufe. 


Il. 
s* Hear your numerous votries prayers, 
« Come, O come and bring with thee 
«¢ Giddy whimfies, wanton airs, 
«¢ And all love’s foft artillery 5 ; 
‘¢ Smiles and throbs, and frowns, and tears, 
“© With all the little hopes and fears. 


Ill. 
She heard———fhe came——and e’er fhe fpoke, 
Not unravifh’d you might fee, 
Her wanton eyes that wink’d the joke, 
Ee’r her tongue could fet it free. 
While her fore’d blufh her cheeks inflam’d, 
And feem’d to fay fhe was afham’d. 


IV. 
No handkerchief her bofom hid, 
No tippet from our fight debars 
Her heaving breafts with moles o’erfpread, 
Markt, little hemifpheres, with ftars ; 
While on them all our eyes we moye, 
Ours eyes that meant immoderate love. 
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V. 
In every gefture, every air, 
Th’ imperfect lifp, the languid eye, 
In every motion of the fair 
We awkward imitators vie, 
And forming our own from her faces 
Strive to look pretty, as we gaze. 


Vi. 
If e’er fhe fneez’d, the mimic crowd 
Sneez’d too, and all their pipes laid down ; 
If fhe but ftoopt, we lowly bow’d, 
And fullen, if fhe gan to frown, 
In folemn filence fat profound 
But did fhe langh ?——The laugh went round, 


Vil. 
Her fnuff-box if the nymph pull’d out, 
Each JoHNIAN in refponfive airs, 
Fed with the tickling duft his fnout, 
With all the politeffe of bears. 
Dropt fhe her fan beneath her hoop? 
Ev’n ftake-ftuck CLARIANS /rove to ftoop. 


VIII. 
The fons of culinary Kay’s 
Smoaking from the eternal treat, 
Loft in ecftatic tranfport gaze, 
As tho’ the fair was good to eat ; 
Ev’n gloomieft Kino’s-Men, pleas’d awhile, 
«¢ Grin horribly a ghaftly fmile.” 


IX. 
But hark ; fhe cries, ‘* my mamma calls,” 
And ftrait, fhe’s vanifh’d from our fight ; 
*T was then we faw the empty bowls, 
Twas then we firft perceiv’d it night; 
While all, fad fynod, filent moan, 
Both that fhe went 








and went alone. 
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The firft Pfaln of Davib paraphrafed. 


APPY the man, who not from virtue fwerves, 
Nor hears the wicked, nor their ways obferves; 

Nor with them herds ; nor in their footfteps treads ; 
Nor fits with fcorners, or for fcorners pleads ; 
Who hates alike the finner, and the fool, 
That knows no law, but what they ridicule : 
In God’s commands who finds his whole delight, 
By day his ftudy, and his care by night. 
His ev’ry act with virtue overflows, 
Springs like a plant which by the water grows, 
Spreading his leafy honours all around, 
An ornament to all the neighb’ring ground. 
Not fo the wicked, nipt by early froft, 
Scatter’d like chaff, and in a whirlwind loft. 
Where judgment ftands, their prefence is not fear’d, 
Nor midft the elders fhall their voice be heard ; 
The lord who knows, the virtuous will defend, 
The wicked perifh, and their mem’ries end. 


D 


Written in the Year 


W aa Faction lifts her impious hand 


To deal deftruction round the land, 
. And Difcord hot from hell, 
With all the furies that await 
A felf-divided warring ftate, 
Againft our peace rebel: 
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To the High Monarch of the fkies 
With fuppliant pray’r let incenfe rife; 
Who changes at his will 
The thoughts, to folly or defpair, 
Of nations that delight in war; 
And bids the earth be ftill. 





To him we call,——propitious hear, 
Immortal Pow’r, and fpeed the pray’r 

That for our country pleads ; 
Send Victory, who near thy throne 
Awaits thy mandate to come down, 

Ee’r yet that country bleeds; 


So fhall thine altars pure remain, 
Nor Truth her violated reign 
In fecret fhades bemoan ; 
Nor parting Liberty deplore, 
As oft fhe eyes her native fhores 
The Britifh glories gone. 


While Superftition’s horrid form, 

Her hands with recent murder warm, 
High lifts her iron rod; 

And, calling vengeance on the head 

Of thofe that in Thy form are made 
Profanes; infults her God. 


O leave us not, while yet we know 
The gifts we to thy goodnefs owe, 
But o’er us ftill prefide: 
What adverfe legions need we fear, 
Confcience our buckler; Truth our fpear, 
And heav’n itfelf our guide. 


Numb. IV, U 
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Chorus to the third Aét of Srneca’s Troas, 
Verum eft ? &e. 


HAT this our mortal coil the foul furvives, 
Say, is it truth, or are we but deceiv’d 
By fiction, and fantaftic tales, 
The product of our fear? 


When the fond wife, or parent’s gentle hand 
Hath clos’d our dying eyes, inurn’d our bones, 
Sleeps then the foul, or wakes it ftill, 

A ftranger to repofe? 


Say, die we wholly, and remains no part, 
When once the fpirit ’fcapes its earthy prifon, 
And on the pile th’ incumbent corfe 
Hath felt the fcorching flame ? 


Whate’er the fun in his whole courfe furveysy 
Whate’er the waters of the ocean lave, 
Eager, with Pegafean pace, 
Thefe ruthlefs time devours. 


Swift as the figns, or Sol, the lord of day, 
With winged fpeed haftes on the rolling year, 
Or Hecate her courfe oblique, 
So rufh we on our fate. 


As waving fmoak emitted from fierce fires, 
As clouds impell’d by fome rough northern blaft, 
Thus that which quickens this our frame 
Muft quit us, and diffolve. 


Nothing fucceeds to death—here all his hope 
The covetous foregoes, his fear the coward, 
Demand’ft thou then, where lie the dead? 
There, where unborn they lay. 
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Chaos and time devour the whole of man; 
Nor ’twixt grofs matter and the purer fpirit 
Knows Death diftin&tion, but alike 

Annihilates them “both, 


Whate’er of Tenara the poets fing, 
Of Cerberus, and awful Pluto's reign, 

’Tis fable all, and grofs device, 
Which {cares us like a dream. 


Extempore Letter by Capt, Tuomas at Bernera, 
to Capt. Price at Fort Auguftus, 


Written a little before the peace was fign’d, 


OME, Tuomas, give us t’other fonnet, 
Dear captain, pray reflect upon it ; 

Was ever fo abfurd a thing, 
What at the pole to bid me fing? 
Alas! fearch all thofe mountains round, 
There’s no Thalia to be found; 
And Fancy, child of fouthern {fkies, 
Averfe, the fullen region flies 

I fcribble verfes! why you know, 
I left the Mufes long ago; 
Deferted all the tuneful band, 
To right the files, and ftudy BLanp. 

Indeed in youth’s fantaftick prime 
Mifled, I wander’d into rhyme, 
And am’rous fonnets penn’d in plenty, 
On ev’ry nymph, from twelve to twenty, 
Compar’d to rofes and to lillies 
The cheeks of CHLok and of Puituis ; 
With all the cant you'd find in many 
A ftill born modern mifcellany. 

' e's 
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My lines, how proud was I to fee ’em, 

Steal into Dopstey’s new Mufeum: 

Or in a letter fair and clean 

Committed to the Magazine. 

Our follies change; that whim is o’er, 

The bagatelles delight no more. 

Know by thefe prefents that in fine 

I quit all commerce with the nine; 

Love ftrains, and all poetick matters, 

Lampoons, epiftles, odes and fatires. . 

The toys and trifles I difcard, 

And leave the bays to poet Warp.* 
No, now to politicks confin'd 

I give up all the bufy mind. 

Curious, each pamphlet I perufe, 

And fip my coffee o’er the news; 

But apropos, for laft Courant 

Pray thank the lady Gouvernante. 

But what's this rumour in the mail 

From Aix—pho, what is’t, la Chapelle ? 

A peace unites the jarring pow’rs, 

And ev’ry trade will thrive but ours. 

“ Farewell, as wrong’d OrHeELLo faid, 

‘¢ The plumed troops, and neighing fteed.” 

The troops alas! more havock there 

A peace will make, than all the war. 

What crowds of heroes, in a day, — 

Reduc’d to ftarve on half their pay! 

From LowEnDAHL *twould pity meet, 

And Saxe himfelf might weep to fee’t. 

Already Fancy’s aétive power 

Fore-runs the near approaching hour. 

Methinks (curs’d chance) the fatal ftroke 

J feel, and feem already broke; — | 





# An officer in the fame regiment. 


The 
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The park I faunter up and down, 

Or fit upon a bench alone. 

Sneaking and fad le jufte portraite 
D’un pauvre cap’taine teformé ; 

My wig, which fhun’d each ruder wind, 
Toupee’d before, and bagg’d behind, 
Which Joun was us’d, with niceft art, 
To comb, and taught the curls to part, 
Loft the belle-air, the jaunty pride, 
Now lank depends on either fide. — 
My hat grown white and ruftick o’er 
Once bien troufsé with galon d’or. 

My coat diftain’d with duft and rain, 
And all my figure quite campaign. 
Jhabillé fine with tarnifh’d lace, 

And hunger pictur’d in my face; 
‘Tavern or coffee-houfe unwilling 

To give me credit for a fhilling ; 
Forbid by ev’ry fcqrntul belle, 

The precincts of the gay Ruelle. 

My vows, tho’ breath’d in ev’ry ear, 
Not e’en a chambermaid will hear; 
No filver in my purfe to pay 

For opera ticket, or the play. 

No meflage fent to bid me come 

A fortnight after to a drum. 

No vifits or receiv’d or paid ; 

No ball, ridotto, mafquerade. 

All penfive, heartlefs, and chagrin, 

I fit devoted prey to fpleen. 

To you, dear Price, indulgent heav'n 
A gentler, happier lot has giv’n; 

To you has dealt, with bounteous hands, 
Palladian feats and fruitful lands. 

Then in my forrows have the grace 
To take fome pity of my cafe; 
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And, as you know the times are hard, 
Send a fpruce valet with a card ; 


Your compliments 





and beg I'd dine, 
And tafte your mu:ton and your wine; 
You'll find moft pun@ual and obfervant 
Your moft oblig’d and humble fervant. 


The Oxonian’s defire to return to College. 


In an Epiftle to a friend. 


OULD Horacz, poet, critic, wit, 
Forego his fertile Sabine fields ; 
Unfung his much-lov’d Tibur quit, 
The joys that bleft retirement yields ? 
Supinely drunk as any god, 
*T was there he tun’d his Aric ode; 
There his keen rage fatyrically flow’d. 


So 


Could Ovip, deathlefs bard, forbear, 
Confin’d by Scythia’s frozen plains 5 
Ceafe to defire his native air, © 
In fofteft elegiac ftrains ? 
Curs’d with the town, no more can I 


For Oxford’s meadows ceafe to figh. 





As travellers, with doubt o’ercaft, 
Loft in Arabia’s pathlefs fands, 
Pant to efcape the rifing blaft, 
And ftretch to heav’n their helplefs hands, 
So I, impatient, long to prove 
The fweets of Maudlin’s winding grove. 


With eager grafp to reach the fhore, 

As the poor fhip-wreck’d mar’ners crave, 
And longing wifh their hardfhips o’er, 

The fport of every boiling wave ; 
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So I, engag’d in pleafing talk, 
Burn with defire for Chri/t-Church walk. 


As vet’rans mark’d with many a fear, 
Wait to retire with wifhful eyes; 
To leave the horrid din of war, 
And range where Chel/ea’s turrets rife: 
So I, unknown, reclufe, unfeen, 


Wou’d fain enjoy the fylvan fcene. 


Say how fhould humble merit ufe, 

Where none but fools employ the ftate ; 
Where modeft worth n-notic’d dies, 

And fiatt’rers throng the meanly great? 
Where vice fhoots up to nobleft bloom, 
And foplings croud the drawing room? 


Can I, while mem’ry lafts, forget, 

Oxford, thy filver rolling ftream ; 
Thy filent walks, and cool retreat, 

Where firft I fuck’d the love of fame? 
E’en now the thought infpires my breaft, 
And lulls my troubled foul to reft. 


There no enthufiaftic rant 

Shall ever wound my patient ear ; 
Nor digot’s myftic fenfelefs cant, 

Nor methodiftic jargon there, 
Shall ever haunt thofe peaceful cells, 
Where fweetly-mufing Quiet dwells. 


Whether with philofophic eye 
The diftant worlds we aim texplore; 
Or into nature’s fecrets pry, 


The paths which Newton trod before: 


dfs, thy genius hovers round, 
And ftills protects thy fav’rite ground. 
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There we may chaunt the reigning lafs; 
Or in juft meafures brifkly move; 
Or toaft Corinna o’er the glafs; 
Or tafte the fweets of focial love: 
Chace fuperfittion out of feafon, 
Bleft with plain fenfe, and fober reafon. 


AMICUS. 


AMOR DORMIENS. 


ORMIT amor, nymphe puerique tacete, fufurris 
Nunc 0, vel levibus, parcite, dormit amor. 

En! arcus juxta politos, en! cernitis arcus: 

Vivitur in tuto. Numen inerme jacet. 
Undique per terras fint alta filentia: longus 

Ifta dit teneat lumina vinéta fopor. 
Abfunt fopito te, feve puellule, cure: 

Sed brevis eft nobis, te vigilante, quies. 


LOVE ASLEEP. 
USH; hufh, the God of love here fleeping lies ; 


His hands difarm’d, and clos’d his wanton eyes. 
‘The bow unftrung awhile forgets to wound ; 
His ufelefs fhafts lie {catter’d on the ground. 
Sleep on, fweet babe and fmiling promife peace; 
For fhould’ft thou wake, we know ‘twill quickly ceafés 


END of the fourth niunber: 








